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Keelan Hayes Ozane

Keelan Hayes Ozane, 19, of Westlake, LA, unfortunately passed away on December 16, |

2025, peacefully in the arms of the Lord.

Born on March 3, 2006, in Lake Charles, LA, Keelan was the son of Roishetta Sibley & 1 -
and Paul Ozane. From an early age, he showed defining traits of kindness,
determination, humor, creativity, and faith—qualities that would remain throughout

his life.

Keelan attended  Ruleville Headstart, Combre-Fondel Elementary, Westwood i
S.P. Arnett Middle School, and Westlake High School, where he developed

Elementary,

a love for football and welding. He later went on to give back to his community

working for Vessel Project of Louisiana, taking pride in caring for those in need. i o

Family meant everything to Keelan. He especially cherished time spent being an i

amazing father, son, brother, partner, and friend; cooking, fishing, attending church, g

. . Keelan (right), and his mother, Roishetta (left).
and making everyone laugh. His presence brought comfort, laughter, and strength to all

who knew him. Keelan made sure he left an impact on anyone who came into contact

with him and was one of the strongest people everyone knew.
Keelan will be remembered for his unconditional love, faith, resilience, generosity,
sense of humor, and devotion to family. Though he may be gone from our sight, his love

and memory will remain forever in our hearts

Courtesy of www.meswla.com/obituary/keelan-ozane



A LETTER FROM
THE EDITOR

On Big Bend’s Starry Nights, the
Modern False Light Condition,
and What We Can Gain from
Starting Conversations about our

World by Ariana Akbari

Recently, out in the wild landscape of Big
e

Bend National Park in West Texas, wher

they have some of the darkest skies left in
the United States mainland, I saw the night - *
sky as it is meant to be seen. Overhead was
a beautiful blanket of velvety black —

immense and stretching in all directions.

The stars — bright and white and manifold — appeared like something curious and wonderful. The
moon itself had more of a significance to it amongst its aforementioned friends and cast characters —

l'l"lC stars Zlﬂd Fh(’ SI(}'.

Billions of people in the world and most Americans will never see the night sky like this. It is an
ancient wonder older than the pyramids and an innate privilege given to all of mankind that has
been slowly taken away by the “progresses” of modern society and the digital age.

Although I write this at night from a laptop with an LED screen blaring back at me, and I recognize
that this false light is a necessity in this world where we have to function every day in fast-paced and

increasingly deregulated labor markets —




I also recognize that there is something very
important to the dark skies ac Big Bend and
fundamental to our experience as people on

this planet that we have almost entirely lost.

At Climate Justice Texas, these are the
important  conversations we start. We
recognize that so many people feel the way
that we do but dont have the spaces,
confidence, or literature to back them up. We
want to know what fundamental wonders of’
the natural world we have lost, or what we
are at risk of losing, and we want to speak to
what those things mean to us while we still

have the ability to recall them.

In our first zine issue, youll find the
multifacets of what this conversation looks
like in real time: There is incredible nature
photography of birds, flowers, and reptiles
that most people are not able to encounter
Cver_ydﬂy or sometimes even ever; an[iC
musings on the branches of trees; evocations
on the importance of  emotional

communications in advocas

remembrances of those who helped shaped
our stories (personally, as a community, and as
a movement); moments of speaking truth to
power in civic engagement (something we
hope to ramp up more in the future); and
reviews of film classics  through a
contemporary lens. Perhaps more than
anything, however — in this zine, there is a
visualization of a community that is real,
exists, and is bound together by the mission of
speaking to the beautiful felt experiences of
the natural world in which we live and which
has been at risk of disappearing entirely for

some time now.

Without further ado and with many, many
thanks to all of those who supported us to get
to this point — we at Climate Justice Texas
present to you our first zine, on Earth Day,
April 22, 2026.
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Q&A WITH
VIMAL KONDURI

ARIANA AKBARI:

SO, VIMAL, WEVE KNOWN EACH OTHER SINCE COLLEGE BUT
RECONNECTED BECAUSE OF YOUR RECENT PRESENTATION WITH THE
GOLDEN TRIANGLE AUDUBON SOCIETY. HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED
WITH THEM?

VIMAL KONDURI:

| MET SOME MEMBERS OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE AUDUBON SOCIETY
WHEN | WENT TO THE HAWK WATCH AT SMITH POINT (NEAR ANAHUAC)
BACK IN SEPTEMBER. THEY WERE VERY NICE AND INVITED ME TO TALK
ABOUT SOME OF THE BIRDS THAT | HAVE SEEN DURING MY TRAVELS
ACROSS AFRICA OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS. IT WAS A
WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY AND | AM GLAD | MADE THE TRIP TO
BEAUMONT TO MEET THE MEMBERS OF GTAS AND LEARN MORE ABOUT
WHAT THEY DO.



A: WHAT WERE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT

BIRDS AND HABITAT DURING YOUR RECENT
VISIT TO BEAUMONT?

| THINK BEAUMONT AND JEFFERSON
COUNTY HAVE SOME FANTASTIC BIRDING
HABITATS AND AREAS. SABINE WOODS IS A
WORLD-CLASS DESTINATION FOR SPRING
MIGRATION. WHILE | WAS IN BEAUMONT, |
GOT A CHANCE TO VISIT TYRELL PARK AND
| WAS IMPRESSED BY THE HABITAT
RESTORATION AT CATTAIL MARSH IN
TYRELL PARK. OF COURSE, IN MANY WAYS,
BEAUMONT AND JEFFERSON COUNTY ALSO
ILLUSTRATE ~ THE COMPLEXITIES  OF
CONSERVATION ON THE UPPER TEXAS
COAST - WHICH IS BOTH ONE OF THE
WORLD'S MOST IMPORTANT BIRD HABITATS
(AS A HUB FOR MIGRATORY BIRDS) AND
ONE OF THE BUSIEST PETROCHEMICAL
REFINERY AND TRANSPORTATION HUBS IN
THE WORLD - REALITIES THAT OFTEN EXIST
SIDE-BY-SIDE IN SHARP CONTRAST. IVE
NOTICED THIS IN MUCH OF GREATER
HOUSTON (FOR EXAMPLE, AT THE SAN
JACINTO BATTLEGROUND AND BAYTOWN
NATURE CENTER) AND ON THE WAY TO
BEAUMONT AS WELL.

PART OF WHAT WE DO AT CLIMATE
JUSTICE  TEXAS | SRS R  TIEIE!
CONVERSATION AROUND THE CHANGING
CLIMATE.” HOW HAVE YOU SEEN THE
CHANGING CLIMATE AFFECT BIRD
POPULATIONS?

MANY BIRDS ARE AT RISK FROM CLIMATE
CHANGE. THE NATIONAL  AUDUBON
SOCIETY HAS A LIST OF 389 NORTH
AMERICAN BIRD SPECIES THAT ARE 'ON
THE BRINK' DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND
ESTIMATES THAT RISING TEMPERATURES
COULD PUT TWO-THIRDS OF NORTH
AMERICAN BIRDS AT RISK. LOOKING JUST
AT HARRIS COUNTY (WHERE | AM)

THIS INCLUDES SOME OF THE MOST ICONIC
BIRD SPECIES - SUCH AS RED-HEADED
WOODPECKERS AND WOOD THRUSHES
THE AMERICAN BIRD CONSERVANCY
MAINTAINS A SIMILAR LIST. WHAT IS CLEAR
FROM THIS DATA IS THAT URGENT ACTION
IS NEEDED TO HELP SAVE THESE BIRD
SPECIES FROM CLIMATE-RELATED
EXTINCTION AT A TIME WHEN NORTH
AMERICA'S BIRDS ARE ALREADY FACING
SEVERE CHALLENGES. A PAPER BY
ROSENBERG ET AL. (2019) IN THE
JOURNAL SCIENCE ESTIMATED THE TOTAL
BIRD POPULATION IN NORTH AMERICA
DECLINED BY NEARLY 3 BILLION (29%)
BETWEEN 1970 AND 2019.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE BIRD THAT IS AT
RISK DUE TO EFFECTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGE?

IF | HAD TO PICK, | WOULD PROBABLY SAY
THE SNOWY OWL. THIS ICONIC OwWL
SPECIES IS PROBABLY THE BIRD THAT
FIRST GOT ME INTERESTED IN BIRDING.
ONE SHOWED UP IN MADISON, WISCONSIN
(WHERE | WAS LIVING AT THE TIME) IN
JANUARY 2022 AND | WALKED OUT ONTO A
FROZEN LAKE (AT A SAFE/RESPECTFUL
DISTANCE FROM THE OWL) TO GET SOME
PHOTOS USING MY TELEPHOTO LENS.
SNOWY OWLS ARE LISTED AS A
"VULNERABLE" SPECIES BY THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR  THE
CONSERVATION OF NATURE (IUCN) AND
ARE  PARTICULARLY THREATENED BY
CLIMATE CHANGE. THEY BREED ON THE
TUNDRAS OF THE HIGH ARCTIC AND HUNT
LEMMINGS; THEIR BREEDING GROUNDS
ARE BEING DRASTICALLY ALTERED BY
CLIMATE CHANGE AS ARE, POTENTIALLY,
THE CYCLES OF LEMMING POPULATION
GROWTH. SADLY, THESE MAJESTIC OWLS
(ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST OWL
SPECIES) HAVE LOST NEARLY TWO-THIRDS
OF THEIR POPULATION SINCE 1970,


https://www.texasbirds.org/lets-go-birding/tos-sanctuaries/sabine-woods/
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/birding-texas
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/birding-texas
https://houston.org/why-houston/industries/energy/
https://houston.org/why-houston/industries/energy/
https://houston.org/why-houston/industries/energy/
https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
https://abcbirds.org/birds/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aaw1313
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aaw1313
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aaw1313
https://www.owlresearchinstitute.org/climate-change-and-snowy-owls
https://www.owlresearchinstitute.org/climate-change-and-snowy-owls
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/snowy-owl-2025.html#toc9
https://partnersinflight.org/species/14386/

HOW DO YOU RECOMMEND OTHERS GET
INTO BIRD  WATCHING OR BIRD
PHOTOGRAPHY?

THE FIRST THING IS TO RECOGNIZE THAT
THERE ARE BEAUTIFUL AND COOL BIRDS
EVERYWHERE! WHETHER IT'S A CARDINAL
OR BLUE JAY AT A PARK OR BACKYARD
FEEDER OR A BALD EAGLE NEST NEARBY,
THERE ARE SO MANY INTERESTING BIRDS
IN VIRTUALLY EVERY HABITAT, WHICH IS
SOMETHING THAT IS GREAT ABOUT
BIRDWATCHING/BIRDING - YOU CAN START
LOCALLY WITHOUT HAVING TO TRAVEL FAR
AWAY. | WOULD ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO
START BY GOING TO LOCAL PARKS AND
SEEING WHAT THEY CAN FIND. THE
WEBSITE EBIRD, MAINTAINED BY THE
CORNELL LABORATORY OF ORNITHOLOGY,
IS A GREAT RESOURCE TO FIND BIRDING
"HOTSPOTS" AND THE SPECIES MAP TOOL IS
A GREAT WAY TO SEE WHERE PARTICULAR
BIRD SPECIES HAVE BEEN SPOTTED. A
PAIR OF BINOCULARS HELPS, AS DOES THE
MERLIN APP (ALSO BY CORNELL), WHICH
CAN HELP IDENTIFY BIRD CALLS. FOR BIRD
PHOTOGRAPHY, A CAMERA WITH A GOOD
AMOUNT OF ZOOM IS IMPORTANT SINCE
BIRDS SHOULD BE OBSERVED FROM A SAFE
DISTANCE. ALWAYS REMEMBER TO FOLLOW
PROPER BIRDING ETHICS, OUTLINED IN
THE ABA CODE OF BIRDING ETHICS.

ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANT OUR READERS
TO KNOW?

ONE THING THAT I'VE LEARNED FROM MY
TRAVELS IS THE CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE OF
CONSERVATION BOTH ON A MICRO AND
MACRO LEVEL. THAT MEANS PROTECTING
IMPORTANT ~ HABITATS FROM  LOCAL
PRESSURES (SUCH AS ENCROACHMENT)
AND MACRO PRESSURES, SUCH AS
CLIMATE CHANGE AND POLLUTION. SO
MANY SPECIES, EVEN SEEMINGLY COMMON
ONES - ARE FACING EXISTENTIAL THREATS
DUE TO HABITAT LOSS AND ALTERATION
AND IT'S UP TO US TO TAKE ACTION TO
SAVE THEM

Snowy Owl photographed by Vimal Konduri

Vimal Konduri is a resident ph_v ician and

avid  birdwatcher/birder  and  wildlife

plmmgmplu’r. Life and work have given him

the opportunity to explore places across the
United States and the world, including
visiting relatives in India and spending time
in Uganda, where he has been able to learn
more about the diverse ecosystems of these
countries and plmmgraph beautiful birds and
other wildlife. He has observed over 9oo

species of birds across five continents.

@theonlyvimal



https://ebird.org/home
https://www.aba.org/aba-code-of-birding-ethics/

“The first thing is to recognize that there are beautiful and

cool birds everywhere! Whether it's a cardinal or blue jay at a

park or backyard feeder or a bald eagle nest nearby, there are

so many interesting birds in virtually every habitat, which is

something that is great about birdwatching/birding — you can

start locally without having to travel far away. I would

encourage people to start by going to local parks and seeing
what they can find. The website eBird, maintained by the

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, is a great resource to find

birding "hotspots."”

- Vimal Konduri on Birding Accessibility


https://ebird.org/home

Be seen by the trees,

arms wavering, open,
feeding pecans to squirrels and

homing red blue brown and black birds.

Leaves fall and their branches still sway
Standing with you
Swaying to wind and bird music

Some shed on purpose!

For somethmg new
I envy pines. Evergreen
in barren seasons,
their colors know no scarlet winters
These ancient arms of bronze
tangle and love

POETRY BY and last

ANGELLE BEGGS Through centuries.






449

PCOPIC arenoct n‘loved byfacts.
Well Srarely anymay:

Peoplearemoved by art:

Peoplearesmoved by chesemotional levocation
that comes only chronghWitnessing drich:
[They'reanototherwisemoved.

It would benice.

But:thehuman spiritlovesand chooses tolove.
Wesnieed \peoplesto) feel Sintorder: tosliave: people
act,

And peopledon’cfeel facts:

ieyidonc connect.

Peoplefeel fromart:

Wes can' liaves men' bleed their: learts: out: and
sharetheirstories onistage.
hat chrees peopleslisteny to, becatises their: job

requiresithemitoliearsit.

BY MISHA MAYEUR -

A Reflection on Art
and Civic Engagement

HABITAT RECOVERY PROJECT

HTTPS://HABITATRECOVERY.ORG/

@HABITAT.RECOVERY.PROJECT

Photography

I can tell the same story in.a
puppet show.

And it will run to sold-out
theaters every time.

Do you' know: how much

fll rl‘h er-my message h as gone

because: I put it in a
digestible medium?,

Because I Told a Story?

My message has reached
exponentially. more  people.
And [ touched them in their,

hearts.

Because I chose art.

Delivery is so important in
communications.

And art is the medium that.

peopleare open to.

Art.

Art gTaIJX P(’OPI{' IJ_}' th[' hfart a"d
shakes them from their apathy

So that they can hear.

So that they will listen.

Art grabs people by the heart,
and they remember.

And they show up.

Because they feel i.

In their hearts.

Art
re/ationxhip between artist and

creates. community, - a
ﬂhsfrufr.

The:engagement and relationship:
to the piece are.compelling.

It’s easier to, engage: civically,
when you are doing it as a

community, within the
community.
Peoplelove:a party.


https://habitatrecovery.org/

Thespeopl eswantaspurpose; I[Syoulre: an' activist who's: not
bucstheysmostly swanes cach S breaking - dhrough: befriend an
other:
an artist who feels
Partyacchepollss  befriend an activist.
Atbus ridetoiacownihallX
“Welllgerfood after: Pind yourselfin relationship and
Its beentsoflong sincesweve pectriim.

n Miss LLois: Create community. These things

AVESISSporLant,
COMMMUNILY)

paramounts
CommunityNisswhatwill

o s there
SCOUSIICHCS

ATEis whatsremind§tussthat

wearcalives

Community .
uuuniey 18] meaning to your. work, whatever:

. SO
celebrationithereins your work may be.

Makeyourswork your-art.

And youwwill besure to touch hearts.




THIS WONDROUS CHILDREN’S CLAYMATION FILM CAME OUT IN THE YEAR 2000 BY DREAMWORKS STUDIOS. IT DID WELL WORLDWIDE
- HITTING 224.8 MILLION IN BOX OFFICE WITH ONLY A $45 MILLION BUDGET - AND MAKING IT DREAMWORKS'S HIGHEST GROSSING
STOP-MOTION FILM AT THE TIME. IT IS A MOVIE THAT INTRODUCES COMPLEX, YET SEEMINGLY SIMPLE, CONVERSATIONS TO A YOUNG
AUDIENCE AND THEIR FAMILIES: THEMES OF POWER, OPPRESSION, CLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS, COMMUNITY, AND REVOLUTION.
CHICKEN RUN FOLLOWS A BRIGHT SPIRITED HEN, GINGER, WHO LIVES ON A YORKSHIRE FARM AND DREAMS OF LEAVING FOR A
BETTER LIFE OUTSIDE OF HER STALE ROUTINE. THOSE DREAMS COME TO FRUITION WHEN AN AMERICAN ROOSTER FLINGS INTO
THEIR PEN AND WORKS WITH THE LADIES TO “FLY” TO FREEDOM. IN THE PROCESS, THEY UNCOVER THE TRUTH BEHIND THEIR HOME
AND MISSING FRIENDS, LINKED TO THEIR OWNER AND WRETCHED HAG, MRS. TWEEDY, OF MRS. TWEEDY'S CHICKEN PIES.




| CHOSE THIS PIECE SINCE IT WAS NOT ONLY FITTING TO OUR BIRD THEME ON THIS
ISSUE, BUT ALSO TO THE CLOUD OF OPPRESSION, ANTI-CAPITALIST SENTIMENT, AND
CALLS FOR UPRISING THAT HEAVILY HOVER OVER OUR WORLD TODAY. ALSO, IT IS
REFRESHING TO BE IMMERSED IN THE ARTFORM AND SKILLED CRAFT OF CLAYMATION
(CLAY ANIMATION) IN OUR CURRENT ERA OF EVER-PRESENT GENERATIVE Al SLOP.

CHICKEN RUN REPRESENTS THE WORKING CLASS THROUGH THE CHICKENS, UNDER
THEIR CAPITALIST STATE AND OWNER OF THE EGG FARM, MRS. TWEEDY. GINGER IS THE
MAIN SPARK OF THE REVOLUTION, WORKING TO GATHER HER COMMUNITY TO UNIONIZE
AND STOP THEIR MEANS OF PRODUCTION (THEIR EGGS) AND ESCAPE TO A REAL LIFE OF
FREEDOM WHERE THEY AREN'T WORKING UNDER ANYONE BUT THEMSELVES. TWEEDY
TAKES NOTICE AND BEGINS TO REMOVE HENS IF THEY CONTINUE TO BE UNABLE TO
PRODUCE PRODUCT, AND SHE DOESN'T EXPECT THEM TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT.

“THEY DON'T PLOT, THEY DON'T SCHEME, AND THEY ARE NOT ORGANISED” - A LINE FROM
MRS. TWEEDY REGARDING HER HUSBAND'S CONCERN OF THE CHICKENS PLANNING TO
STRIKE. QUITE LITERALLY, SHE VIEWS THEM AS INFERIOR TO HER BECAUSE THEY ARE
ANIMALS, WHICH SHE SEES AS POSSESSIONS FOR HER USE AND PROFIT. THIS SEEMS TO
BE A COMMON POWER PLAY DONE BY OPPRESSORS IN MANY FORMS. THE FILM MOSTLY
POINTS TO EXAMPLES LIKE CAPITALISM AND THE MEAT INDUSTRY, BUT DURING
ATROCITIES LIKE THE HOLOCAUST, SLAVERY IN AMERICA, AND HUMAN-TRAFFICKING -
THERE WAS (OR IS) PROFIT BEING MADE BY OPPRESSIVE INDIVIDUALS.




[Mrs. Tweedy| views [the chickens] as inferior to her
because they are animals, which she sees as
possessions for l;ver use and profit. This seems to be a
common power play done by oppressors in many
forms. The film mostly points to examples like
capltalzsm and the meat industry, but during
atrocities like the holocaust, slavery in America,
and human-trafficking - there was (or is) profzt
being made by oppressive individuals.

- Valarie Flores on Chicken Run (2000) and its
implications for contemporary society



THE AMERICAN ROOSTER. ROCKY, REPRESENTS THE USA
NOTABLY IN THE REGARD OF FALSE FREEDOM AND
LIBERATION TO FOREIGN STATES. THIS DISPLAYS THE
DISTINCTION OF THE IDEA OF REVOLUTION VERSUS THE ACT
OF IT. HIS QUICK-FIX SOLUTION TO TEACH THE HENS TO FLY
OUT OF THE COOP PUTS THE LOT IN DANGER AND HITS A
DEAD END. THE MULTIPLE FAILURES AND PUNISHMENTS
BREAK DOWN MORALE AND ROCKY RUNS AWAY IN SHAME.
HENS BEGIN TO EXPOSE THEIR HIDDEN FEELINGS OF GIVING
IN TO THE POWER OVER THEM. “THE FENCES AREN'T JUST
ROUND THE FARM..THEY'RE UP HERE, IN YOUR HEADS.”
GINGER SAYS THIS LINE AS SHE NOTICES THE POWER OF
HER PEOPLE DIMINISHING WHICH ULTIMATELY TAKES HER
POWER AWAY TOO. IT IS ONLY AFTER ROCKY THE ROOSTER
GAINS CLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS BY LETTING GO OF HIS EGO
AND RETURNING TO BECOME PART OF HIS COMMUNITY
INSTEAD OF TRYING TO LEAD ONE, THAT HIS ACTIONS
BECOME IMPACTFUL. ONLY THEN DO THEY ALL BECOME
AWARE OF THE HIDDEN KNOWLEDGE THAT TWEEDY IS
TURNING THEIR MISSING FRIENDS INTO CHICKEN PIES TO
GET ONE FINAL OPPORTUNITY FOR A MEANS OF
PRODUCTION. THIS CATAPULTS THE “WORKING CLASS” INTO
FULL REVOLUTION AND ACCOMPLISHES THEIR ULTIMATE
UTOPIA OF FREEDOM.

OF COURSE, ALL OF THESE IDEAS ARE ENVELOPED AND TUCKED INTO A
WHIMSICAL, COTTAGE-CORE CLAYMATION. ONE MIGHT AGREE WHILE IT IS
EASIER SEEING THE BIGGER PICTURE AS AN ADULT, THE MESSAGE WAS
UNDOUBTEDLY RECEIVED IN YOUTH. SO, IF WE HOLD THE CAPABILITY TO
CARE FOR THESE CLAY CHICKENS AT ANY AGE, WE SHOULD CARRY THAT
INTO OUR ADULTHOOD AND EXTEND IT TO THE REALITY THAT IT PORTRAYS
- OUR NEIGHBORS, OUR ANIMALS, AND OUR LAND.

“They don't plot, they don't scheme, and they are not organised!”
Mrs. ]

W (’L’L‘(\'






GENE L. PERKINS

by his granddaughter, Paige Prevost

Gene Louis Perkins passcd away on A]uly 2nd, 2006 and was

born on October 1st, 1932.

In those 73 years, he was dedicated to his friends, family,
church, and as a lifetime member of the NAACP, worked
for Southeast Texas to be a place for opportunity and equal

rights.

Through being in and of the community, he became an
irreplaceable force in the lives of those who were blessed to

know him.

Although he's been physically gone for almost twenty years
now, there are still others here in SETX who pass along
stories about him. I've gotten to hear his nickname "Genie
P" from former Mobiloil/ExxonMobil coworkers, been
relayed that he was a mentor and a role model, heard
stories about his devastation at the loss of dear friends,
learned about his run for political office, and heard about

what a mean lemon pic he could make.

For me, he was my PawPaw. And from him, I take away the
lesson of”bcing tough”, which is not in a stoicism sense, or
in a not-feeling-things sense. This lesson would come
through in the form of a tender question as he sat in his La-

7-Boy, "you know you tough?"

IE - "YOU KNOW YOU GOT THIS? YOU KNOW
YOU CAN DO IT? YOU KNOW YOU DID DO IT?"

As we look ahead to the work we need to do for the societies
we want to create, toughness is what we need. We need a

deep care for our community, a unending well of belief in the
better day that we can collectively create, and the resiliency +
adaptability to keep working for it and to change paths when

needed - until we, or successive generations, see it [hrough,

And when the day comes when we're gone, what a gift to
have people who can refer to us by [nick]name and remember
both who we were and what we did for and with others, while

we were here.



“AS WE LOOK AHEAD TO THE WORK WE NEED
TO DO FOR THE SOCIETIES WE WANT TO
CREATE, TOUGHNESS IS WHAT WE NEED. WE
NEED A DEEP CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY, A
UNENDING WELL OF BELIEF IN THE BETTER DAY
THAT WE CAN COLLECTIVELY CREATE, AND THE
RESILIENCY + ADAPTABILITY TO KEEP WORKING
FOR IT AND TO CHANGE PATHS WHEN NEEDED -
UNTIL WE, OR SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS, SEE
IT THROUGH. “

- PAIGE PREVOST, ON INSPIRATION FROM HER
GRANDFATHER GENE L. PERKINS
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and pollutioNprotecting RURAL TEXAS WATER MILLIONAIRE COMPANIES
RURAL EAST TEXAS
I 'u WILL NOT GO

DOWN

WITHOUT

A FIGHT
TO PROTECT
THEIR WATERS,

TREES, AND
AIR QUALITY.
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JOIN THE FIGHTI

MAKE YOUR VOTE AND VOICE PRESENT

: VOTE IN YOUR LOCAL ELECTIONS
REGISTER TO VOTE HERE ¥€III§ IN STATEWIDE ELECTIONS THIS

Visit votetexas.gov — Register to Vote
ATTEND YOUR CITY COUNCIL
. Yoq can Cqmplete the application MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
online, print, sign, and mail to JOIN AN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
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	A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
	On Big Bend’s Starry Nights, the Modern False Light Condition, and What We Can Gain from Starting Conversations about our World
	by Ariana Akbari


	I also recognize that there is something very important to the dark skies at Big Bend and fundamental to our experience as people on this planet that we have almost entirely lost.
	At Climate Justice Texas, these are the important conversations we start. We recognize that so many people feel the way that we do but don’t have the spaces, confidence, or literature to back them up. We want to know what fundamental wonders of the natural world we have lost, or what we are at risk of losing, and we want to speak to what those things mean to us while we still have the ability to recall them.
	In our first zine issue, you’ll find the multifacets of what this conversation looks like in real time: There is incredible nature photography of birds, flowers, and reptiles that most people are not able to encounter everyday or sometimes even ever; poetic musings on the branches of trees; evocations on the importance of emotional communications in advocacy;
	remembrances of those who helped shaped our stories (personally, as a community, and as a movement); moments of speaking truth to power in civic engagement (something we hope to ramp up more in the future); and reviews of film classics through a contemporary lens. Perhaps more than anything, however – in this zine, there is a visualization of a community that is real, exists, and is bound together by the mission of speaking to the beautiful felt experiences of the natural world in which we live and which has been at risk of disappearing entirely for some time now.
	Without further ado and with many, many thanks to all of those who supported us to get to this point – we at Climate Justice Texas present to you our first zine, on Earth Day, April 22, 2026.
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	Snowy Owl photographed by Vimal Konduri
	Vimal Konduri is a resident physician and  avid birdwatcher/birder and wildlife photographer. Life and work have given him the opportunity to explore places across the United States and the world, including visiting relatives in India and spending time in Uganda, where he has been able to learn more about the diverse ecosystems of these countries and photograph beautiful birds and other wildlife. He has observed over 900 species of birds across five continents.
	@theonlyvimal
	“The first thing is to recognize that there are beautiful and cool birds everywhere! Whether it's a cardinal or blue jay at a park or backyard feeder or a bald eagle nest nearby, there are so many interesting birds in virtually every habitat, which is something that is great about birdwatching/birding – you can start locally without having to travel far away. I would encourage people to start by going to local parks and seeing what they can find. The website eBird, maintained by the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, is a great resource to find birding "hotspots."”
	- Vimal Konduri on Birding Accessibility
	Be seen by the trees, arms wavering, open, feeding pecans to squirrels and homing red blue brown and black birds.
	Leaves fall and their branches still sway Standing with you Swaying to wind and bird music Some shed on purpose!

	Angelle Beggs
	For something new   I envy pines. Evergreen  in barren seasons, their colors know no scarlet winters These ancient arms of bronze tangle and love and last  Through centuries.

	Ken Guidry @Texasuntamed
	A look into Dreamwork’s

	Chicken Run
	by Valarie Flores

	“The fences aren't just round the farm... they're up here, in your heads.”
	-Ginger

	[Mrs. Tweedy] views [the chickens] as inferior to her because they are animals, which she sees as possessions for her use and profit. This seems to be a common power play done by oppressors in many forms. The film mostly points to examples like capitalism and the meat industry, but during atrocities like the holocaust, slavery in America, and human-trafficking - there was (or is) profit being made by oppressive individuals.
	- Valarie Flores on Chicken Run (2000) and its implications for contemporary society
	“They don't plot, they don't scheme, and they are not organised!”
	Mrs. Tweedy

	Ken Guidry @Texasuntamed
	Gene L. Perkins
	by his granddaughter, Paige Prevost

	“As we look ahead to the work we need to do for the societies we want to create, toughness is what we need. We need a deep care for our community, a unending well of belief in the better day that we can collectively create, and the resiliency + adaptability to keep working for it and to change paths when needed - until we, or successive generations, see it through. “
	- Paige Prevost, on inspiration from her grandfather Gene L. Perkins
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